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Return of a Palestinian 

women’s delegation who 

took part in special 

celebrations to mark the 

first century of 

International Women’s 

Day in Britain

 

A group of women returned 

from Britain to Palestine having 

taken part in special 

celebrations on the occasion of 

International Women’s Day. 

The visit strengthened 

relations between women’s 

groups and centres in several 

parts of Britain and Palestine.  

The visit was organised by 

Camden Abu Dis Friendship 

Association which last 

Thursday welcomed to its 

headquarters fourteen ladies 

from the from the West Bank 

as part of the project Stories 

from our Mothers, funded by 

the European Anna Lindh 

Foundation. Among the visitors 

were students, mothers, 

organisers of women’s centres 

and women active in the local 

society as representatives of 

the part women play in society. 

The Palestinian women were met by British women from women’s centres and in public meetings 

and in special workshops to exchange experiences and skills such as cooking and embroidery, and 

then the were divided into small groups to visit different places in Britain, and between them they 

visited thirty towns and cities in England, Scotland and Wales. This visit helped to strengthen the 

twinning relations between places in Britain and Palestine – a relation that started a few years ago. 



And among the special programmes of the visit was a Stories from our Mothers workshop, for the 

International Women’s Day, held at SOAS University in Camden, London. During that, a number of 

personal stories were told of the way of life that people are living under the occupation in Palestine, 

and these greatly affected the people who were present. 

Rania Arafat told about the very great difficulties that Palestinians suffered in the West Bank as a 

result of the Israeli laws based on the holding of passes and permissions to enter, and how this was 

preventing her family from living in the house that they own in the village of Essawiya. 

And I’temad Wahbeh from Shu’fat Camp told those present the story of her son who was wounded 

when he was shot by an Israeli soldier a year ago, when she was with her son trying to enter the 

camp from Jerusalem. She told the audience that following the injury, her son has lost the sight in 

that eye. 

And Dr Fadwa Al Labadi, Director of the Insan Centre for Gender Studies at the Al Quds University, 

talked of the situation of Palestinian women in Jerusalem and of the Israeli policy which is trying to 

push the Palestinian inhabitants out of Jerusalem.  Hiyam Aleyan from the Saraya Centre in the old 

city of Jerusalem and Amal Hijazi from the Women’s Centre from Shu’fat Camp told of the great 

pressure that women and children are suffering in the town of Jerusalem. 

  

 


