16 August 2008

Abu Dis School star pupil badly beaten and arrested by Israeli army

Dakhlallah Tawfiq Othman Dakhlallah, star pupil at Abu Dis Boys School, who has just passed his towjehi (A level equivalent) with flying colours and been given a scholarship for next year to study law at Al Quds University Abu Dis, was yesterday badly beaten and arrested by Israeli soldiers and is today in the feared Kfar Atzion interrogation centre near Bethlehem. 

His family are very worried about his health, as the soldiers beat him badly, particularly on his head and stomach. His glasses were broken and were left on the ground. Their first demand is that he should see a doctor. 

Eyewitnesses say that the army came to the area outside the Abu Dis youth club at about 7pm last night and started to chase children, and when they caught Dakhlallah they started to beat him. People around were so concerned about the way that he was being treated that one woman tried to intervene, but was herself pushed by the soldiers, and a sound bomb was thrown between her legs. Other boys tried to intervene but with no success, and Osama Affendi and Tariq Afendi were arrested along with Dakhlallah.

Dakhlallah's plan for next year is to study law and also to do voluntary work at the Dar Assadaqa community centre helping younger children who have fallen behind at school. But with university registration starting next week, his family are afraid he will not be able to fulfill this dream. 

Following his arrest, Dakhlallah's parents tried to follow him to the police station at Maale Adumim settlement but they were not allowed to go there. They were told that some of the Israeli soldiers are prepared to say that they saw Dakhlallah throwing stones - though Palestinian eyewitnesses deny this completely. 

CADFA are calling on the Israeli military authorities to ensure that Dakhlallah gets immediate medical attention, and that his glasses are repaired and returned to him. We also call for the statements of the eyewitnesses to be taken into account and for Dakhlallah's immediate release, hoping that he will be well enough to start his university studies next week.  

