Israeli Embassy

2A Palace Green

Kensington

London W8 4QB

United Kingdom

___  November 2007

Dear sirs

Abdul Wahab Sabbah – right to travel

I am writing to you with some urgency to ask you to lift the travel ban on Abdul Wahab Sabbah of Abu Dis, who was on his way to London to meet with his employers (Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association) on 17th November 2007 when he was prevented by the Israeli authorities at the Allenby Bridge from leaving the country.  
The right to travel from your country and return safely to was enshrined as a human right by the United Nations in 1948 and it is hard to see what is gained by preventing a peace worker like Abdul Wahab from exercising this right.

No reason was given for this ban on his right to travel and nothing appears to have changed since Abdul Wahab was allowed to travel to London – and returned as planned – in April 2007.  Since returning to Palestine in April, he has worked hard for CADFA in Abu Dis and co-ordinated the work of the Dar Assadaqa (Friendship House) community centre, just as he did before that. His work is public and above-board. For the second time this year, he has been given a British visa, and his plans for his visit to Camden were also public knowledge. He has been charged with no crime and there are no accusations against him. 

 

This is the second time since April that Abdul Wahab has been prevented from crossing the Allenby Bridge. The first time was in July when he was with a group of children on a CADFA visit to London. Then as now he was given no reason for being stopped.   

 

Abdul Wahab has relatives in Jordan and needs to be able to go there. He is the local co-ordinator for the British human rights charity Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association and he needs to make occasional visits to London as part of his work. 

 I support the call made by the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association to lift the ban on Abdul Wahab’s travel with immediate effect.

Yours sincerely

