Abdullah Nabeel Bader

Born 1972

In 15/2/88 he was arrested for 18 days and released.  In May 1989 he was arrested and stayed in prison till January 1990. This was during the first intifada.
Less than 25 days after his release, there was a demonstration in Abu Dis. Lots of youth were involved in the demonstration, closed the roads and threw stones at the soldiers. When a Israeli military jeep came, everyone ran away, including Abdullah.

One soldier climbed on the roof of the building that is now Abu Dis Youth Club (then a girls school).  In those days you could then see the other side of the village from there. The soldier saw Abdullah on the valley side a km away and shot him. He shot him from the back in his heart - he did not die immediately.
One man in the neighbourhood (Jamal Eriqat) put him in his car but was very afraid to take the road to Jerusalem (the only road) as all the soldiers were there.  Abdullah’s  last words were that he wanted to see his mother, so Jamal took him to his mother. Abdullah died in his mother’s arms. 

They announced his death from the mosque. People gathered in his house.  The Israeli military announced a curfew in Abu Dis but people refused to obey, went to his house and prepared to send him to his grave.
When they were carrying him, there was a huge demonstration on the way to the graveyard. At the road near the New Generation School (which wasn’t there then) a soldier appeared from behind the wall, less than 3 metres from the people carrying Abdullah. One of the people was his uncle, aged 45.  The soldier shot randomly at people and hit his uncle with 3 bullets, in his head, heart, stomach – he was killed there. People took him on the same demonstration/ funeral procession and he was buried at the same time as his nephew.
After this they put a curfew on Abu Dis for 15 days and there was a problem with food. Some young people used to go with donkeys to Sawahreh, the next village, to get bread and food and then to take it round to the houses in Abu Dis so people had food.

The Israelis said in the newspapers that they were investigating the shooting of Abdullah (as he had been running away and not in a position to threaten anyone, and the Israeli bullet hit him in the back) but they did not give the results of the investigation – as usual.  
