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Camden Abu Dis 

Friendship Association

جـمعيـة صــداقة
كـامـدن أبوديـس
 Promoting human rights and respect for international humanitarian law 

PRESS RELEASE 9th August 2007

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association ask the Israeli authorities to restore the right for  Palestinian co-ordinator to travel to London. 
CADFA, a small human rights charity based in London, employs a co-ordinator of our activities in Abu Dis, Palestine, Abdul Wahab Sabbah.  We have worked with Abdul Wahab for the past two-and-a-half years and he has had paid employment with us since May 2006.

Abdul Wahab last came to London in April 2007: he was given a British visa and left Palestine and returned as planned.  During his time in London, we reviewed the work he had been doing for us and made a programme for the coming year.

As part of his job, Abdul Wahab has helped to build activities at the Dar Assadaqa community centre that we support. He has helped to build a youth programme there including music and dance.  We asked him to come again in July 2007 to lead a youth delegation from Abu Dis who were visiting Camden to meet Camden youth groups and take part in a youth festival here. We particularly wanted him to come as he knows London and our work well, and he could lead the youth group effectively.

As he travelled across the Allenby Bridge to Jordan on 18th July , with a valid British visa and leading a group of youngsters, Abdul Wahab was stopped by the Israeli authorities and told that he was not allowed to leave for Jordan, for “security reasons.” He was given no more information. He was therefore prevented from coming to London.
The prohibition on his travel was obviously a huge problem for the youth group, which we were able to manage with the help of other youth workers.  It is very serious for Abdul Wahab, who has family in Jordan and wants to be able to see them on occasion.  
However, in the longer term, this travel ban is a significant problem for CADFA itself. We need to be able to invite Abdul Wahab, as our employee, to London on occasion, sometimes as part of a delegation or for particular events, and sometimes just in order to meet with us here.

We are extremely concerned on behalf of our employee and for our own work as a human rights organisation. Could it be that the work we have asked him to do has led to him having the right to travel taken away? As part of his CADFA work, Abdul Wahab has helped with the production of monthly human rights reports in Abu Dis, he has put his name as a witness to an attack by Israeli soldiers on the boys’ school in Abu Dis, he has been a co-author of a book of oral history of 1967 (“The First Six Days”) that we have produced.

We know Abdul Wahab to be an honest and decent person who works full-time and with great commitment to promote and co-ordinate CADFA’s work. We have been in frequent contact with him since April (when he was allowed to leave with no problem) and we know that in that time he has been very busy with CADFA work.   We do not believe him to be a security threat on any level. We do not believe that he has become involved in anything that should prevent him from having the right to leave his country and to return safely to it.

We are asking the Israeli authorities to rapidly review and reverse this ban on his travel.
ENDS
1. For more information please ring 0845 458 1167 or 07947 962288

2. For more information on CADFA, please see www.camdenabudis.org  
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