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From AL QUDS newspaper, Jerusalem:   Thursday 9th April 2009          A group of British teachers visits Abu Dis schools.
Camden-Abu Dis Friendship House organised a welcome party for a group of British teachers, last Monday in the hall of Abu Dis Secondary Girls’ School.  Dozens of people from the town came, along with some officials, and at the head of them Nandita Dowson the General Co-ordinator of the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association and Bassem Eriqat who represented the Ministry of Education and Upbringing.
This was the second year running that the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association has run a teachers’ visit in co-operation with the Ministry of Education Jerusalem Suburbs Section and with financial support from the British Council as part of a project of exchange of educational and academic  experience between the teachers from both sides, and an attempt to compare the Palestinian and British teaching curricula, and to strengthen the paths of co-operation and friendship and twinning links between the schools of the town and some of the British schools in Camden.

The welcome party was started by a welcome speech from the co-ordinator of Dar Assadaqa in Abu Dis, Abdul Wahab Sabbah, in it thanking those who took part, and in it explaining the presence of the British teachers and their pioneering role in giving support to the Palestinian people.

Sabbah described all the activities and cultural and patriotic events that the Dar Assadaqa had taken part in over the past four years, of which the latest was a tour by the Camden band of musicians, led by the artist Dr Abdullah Abu Hilal to some British towns, which sought to raise the general level of awareness in Britain and among its people of the situation of Israeli human rights violations in particular during the last war by the Occupation authorities on the people of the Gaza Strip.  Sabbah pointed out the efforts of the drama training group from Dar Assadaqa who were preparing for a trip to Britain in summer 2009, to give an idea, through drama, of Palestinian life under the Occupation. Finally, Sabbah talked about the role of Dar Assadaqa in nourishing  the talents and energy of the youth of the town and in developing them.

And there will be a series of workshops organised at Abu Dis Boys’ School, including teachers from a wide spread of different subjects, in order to shed light on the educational situation that the people of Palestine are living in under the Occupation,  and the severe obstacles and challenges to the right to education that face students and teachers because of the policies of the occupation. And those involved will talk of the methods of teaching and the curriculum in both Palestine and Britain.
It is worth mentioning that four of the six schools of Abu Dis have made twinning and friendship links with schools in Camden and that there will be an effort to link up other schools during the visit, which started on the third of this month and will go on till the eleventh.

