Writings by a Palestinian mother from Abu Dis (translated from the Arabic)
Najah Ayyad from Abu Dis

The determination of the mothers - they do not ignore their children.

When Marie Antionette asked the people around her about the noise coming from outside her palace, they told her “It’s your people who did not find bread to eat,” so she told them, “Let them eat cake,” because she did not know about their real problems. 

This is what happened with the Queen of Sweden when she said about the Palestinian mothers that they did not care about their children, because they sent them to the streets to face the Israeli soldiers and to die.  She did not know that these streets are the way that leads them to their schools, and the soldiers are the ones who come and close their streets, their way to their schools.

It is not acceptable to say that the Palestinian mother is without any emotions and does not care for her children. If that were true, how come we have these great and well-educated youths and men in the Palestinian society? She doesn’t know that against the background of Palestinian woman’s suffering, the fact that she has not had the fair chance to live her lives, she teaches and educates her children well and gives them the faith of a new and better future. Most of the nights she did not sleep to have her own dreams because she spends her time thinking how to achieve a better life for her children and how to make them reach the very high level of education and the honest life. 
These children are the dream of their mothers and the hope of the new future for the mothers and fathers in Palestine.

The Palestinian mothers are not like other mothers
Their children are their dreams and their aspirations
Our ways to schools are the war fields

We are determined that it will never be considered that we did not care about our children

As long as this situation lasts, we do not have any other choice than to face and to resist for our freedom

My child, go on your way: you have two choices: your education certificate or to be killed by the Israelis*
*(note – this uses a word in Arabic that has two meanings – SHEHADEH  - a public witness – means both the education certificate and to become a martyr, to be killed by the Israelis)

A child waiting for his present

(Bilal Afaneh from Abu Dis was killed on the first day of the second intifada. 

He left his daughter of 8 months, Rabiha )

Now the crescent is a fact

And Bilal did not return back

He left in his house his love, a child who is waiting for her present

You met your God as a fighter

And did not run away

We want to promise Jerusalem freedom because we have people like you, 
even if they are few

-------------------------------

(Mohammed Durra from Gaza was shot at the beginning of the second intifada)

While the mother is waiting

We blame the people who send cheques without considering the feeling and the suffering

Mohammad, who was not going to face the Israelis,
Imagine how happy he was running after his father who was going to buy a car

He was not going to a huge gallery to buy a big car like a Chevrolet or Jaguar

Not even Datsun or Honda, but he was going to a small garage to buy a used car

But he was happy about that

And he was dreaming while his mother was waiting for him

But he did not return back

And will never return back again

2nd May 1981

Lessons from Life

I’m a student in the school of life and look how many other students there are. I’m on my first steps I don’t know if there is any other step or not. That depends on God, he knows.  Although I learned many things from this school which woke me up.
Lessons from Life

(1) Life taught me that I must not regret and I should not do anything that I will regret and it taught me also a lesson which I will never forget, which is sometimes to be lonely is better than to live with people who do not understand the real meaning of life, and you can’t understand anything from them, and they can’t understand you.

(2) Life taught me that I should not respect any human being except for the level he deserves, and to cut my relations with the bad people, because if you respect this kind of people and you serve them, they will think that they are important, and they want all the time to abuse you; and I learned in the life school that this kind of people, most of the time, most of the time, they are negative, isolated, they do not know people and they lie and they can’t face the problems of life.

(3) Life taught me to love for the others what I love for myself; and to forgive people who do bad things to me, and not to plan to harm anybody, and to wish good to everybody.

Life is a school and we are still the students, and anybody who graduates from that school with no experience, will end up in the hands of the devil; and the people who win and learn from this school will follow and will live a good life and they will have a rest for themselves even after they pass away.

There are many other lessons that I have not learned yet.

Mottos 
· Life:   Life is given to the human being just one time.  If anybody of us can recognize this fact, he will never waste any minute of his life without doing good things and entertainment for himself.

· Love:  Love is the oil which goes inside the lamp and which can live inside us and give us quietness and make good things live inside our hearts

· Good manners: Good manners are considered a a treasure for the human being which he can’t live without, and these are placed inside the human being. If anybody loses them, he will turn out to be a devil.

· The human being: the human being went from God to be the best creature on the earth. God gave him the brain and the ability to think. People are like flowers, they have different colours. They need a special ground to live in. Also the human beings need a good atmosphere and situation to live in.  If he finds the opportunity then he will have a good life.
