A Little Piece of Ground: Drama Activities

Reading (1):

Whole class to read Chapter 1.

Drama Activities (1):

Imagine 
You are locked inside your house for 3 days. What activities would you not be able to do that you could do if you were free to leave the house?
Still Image
Ask students to create individual frozen or still images showing them doing this activity.  

Present

Split the class. See one half and then the other.

Extension Activity: 
Thought-track students while they are frozen to find out what they are thinking or feeling.

Still Image
Now ask the students to create individual still images which show what activities they would be doing if they were inside the house.

Present

Split the class.  See one half and then the other.

Extension Activity: 
Thought-track students while they are frozen to find out what they are thinking or feeling.

Discuss
Ask students to compare and contrast the different situations. 

Ask questions like:


What do you notice about the activities in each section?


What kind of emotions did you see?


How did the still images look different physically?

Brainstorm:
What problems might arise if you were stuck inside your house with your family.

Small Group:
Agree on an idea and create a role-play which shows what might happen.


Each person needs to take on a role of one member of the family.


How will you change your voice to portray this character?


How will you move to portray this character?


How does this character relate to other characters?

Presenting
Each group shows their drama. 

Evaluating
Which students created believable characters? Praise & model.

Drama Activities (2):

Information
There is a two hour break in the curfew. 

Discussion
In small groups, discuss what individual family members would do in the 2 hours they were able to go outside the house.

Feedback
Hear & Record ideas for groups of characters – all Mums, all Dads, etc

Individual
Create an individual mime of the activity your character chose to do.

Presenting
See all Mum mimes. Then all Dad mimes etc etc. 

Discussion
What do the students notice about what different types of character chose to do? Explore ideas & issues.

Reading Activities (2)
Read
Chapter 2, 3, 4, 5

Drama Activities (3)

Discussion
Talk about feeling of release. Compare to feeling of curfew.

Small Group
Think of a situation in which the whole of your family gets together. Brainstorm ideas.

Still Image
Create a family photo of this occasion. Tell the students they will be Thought-tracked for emotions or feelings


Student to write emotions on board.

Small Group
Pick one emotion for your character. Develop one movement or gesture for this emotion. 


Add noise or sound or single word for each emotion.


Choreograph the movements as a machine – repeating movements/sounds.

Present
Each group shows mime machine.

Discuss
Class to comment on different kinds of feelings shown.

Reading (3)
Read Chapter 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Drama Activities (4)

Role-play
Students in groups of 3. Two of you are friends (A & B). A new person (C) comes to the area/school and wants to make friends. A wants to. B doesn’t. 


Explore what happens.

Presenting
Groups to show their role-plays.

Hotseating
Hotseat one of each of the characters  - choose confident performers. They don’t all have to be from the same group.


Class asks questions of the character to try and find out how they feel about the situation, what feelings they have etc.

Forum
Tell the class that we want to try and solve the problems the group of characters faces. Students should think about what the hot-seated characters said and how they felt. 


What advice could we give them?


Nominate one group. Ask them to run their scene again, exactly as they did the first time. This time, whenever someone in the audience thinks that a character could do or say something differently they shout out ‘STOP’ and put their hand up.


Teacher takes suggestion. Actors try and implement the advice. 
Repeat until there is a resolution – or not! Explore the issues.

Reading Activities (4)

Read Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.

Drama Activities
Role-play
In pairs. A is parent, B is child. Choose a situation:



A) Child is in trouble (Karim’s parents think he has been fighting)

B) Child is angry at parent (Karim having to babysit for sister)



Role-play the conversation between the two characters.

