PRESS RELEASE 19th November 2010

For immediate release

CADFA’s concert for Children’s Rights Day
- Maria Fidelis School
On Thursday 25th November, Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association and Maria Fidelis Convent School will host a concert to mark UN Children’s Rights Day. It will act as the launch of a film made as part of the Young Film-Makers for Human Rights project and will be a celebration of the links between Maria Fidelis School and the UN School in Abu Dis, Palestine.

Musicians and poets from Camden schools will celebrate the achievements of Camden Abu Dis and the young film makers. There will be a showing of the film, which looks at children’s rights as seen by children in Abu Dis and Camden.

Dr Huda Dahbour, a representative from Abu Dis, will be bringing messages of friendship from the Abu Dis Mayor which will be received by  Camden’s Mayor, Jonathan Simpson. She will deliver artwork from the UN School to Pauline Williams, the Headteacher of Maria Fidelis, and present Youthpass certificates to the Camden children involved in the Young Film Makers for for Human Rights project.

The Young Film-Makers Project involved eight school students from Camden and eight from Abu Dis making film together during summer 2010. The project was funded by Youth in Action (European Union) and organised by Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association. Film-maker Ken Loach was Patron of the project.

"This was a brilliant project - I learned so much and made friends with people I couldn't have met otherwise," Cicely Corr, student at South Camden Community School.

"I learned about human rights and discrimination and how simple rules and basic rights could be broken and that things could go very wrong and major conflicts occur in other parts of the world" Bun Kobayashi, student at South Camden Community School.

The event will be hosted at Maria Fidelis Upper School, 34 Phoenix Road, NW1 1TA, on Thursday 25th November, 5pm-6.30pm.
ENDS

Notes for Editors:

1.CADFA works to promote human rights and respect for international humanitarian law. CADFA raises awareness of the issues by creating opportunities for people from Camden to meet and work with people from Abu Dis, a suburb of Jerusalem that has been cut off from the centre of town by the Israeli Separation wall.

2. CADFA website is www.camdenabudis.net

3. Maria Fidelis School has had a twinning link with the UN School in Abu Dis for the past two years. There have been exchanges of teachers from both sides and several visits by Palestinian students to the Camden secondary school.

4. Maria Fidelis is one of eight Camden schools currently making links with schools in Abu Dis.

5. Photographs of the Young Film-Makers' project and of Abu Dis students in Camden are available on request.
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